
LAND TENURE CHANGES OF AGRARIAN 

COMMONS AS RESULT OF POLITICAL 

SYSTEM CHANGES IN THE TRANSITION 

COUNTRY 
 

 

Dunaj, 7.9.2016 

 

Tine Premrl*1, Andrej Hafner2, prof. dr. Janez Krč1, prof. 

dr. Andrej Udovč1,  

 

 
1University Ljubljana Biotechnical Faculty,  

2Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Food,  



2 



3 



4 



5 



6 



7 



8 



9 

Sum of our 

personal 

bibliographies on 

the topics of 

commons holds 

more then 50 

units „produced“ 

in the time of the 

COST Action! 



HIGHLIGHTS 

 We presuppose that agrarian commons in Slovenia follow 

similar principles of natural resources management as other 

formsof common management described in the theory of 

commons  

 We evaluate the legal framework in which agrarian commons 

in Slovenia were re-established and their properties were 

restituted. 

 According to design principles robustness of agrarian 

commons is affected. 

 Members of agrarian commons in Slovenia are not necessary 

resource users. 

 The more flexible legal framework could enable agrarian 

commons to reach higher level of robustness. 
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DESIGN PRINCIPLES 
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 To assess the robustness of CRP institutions, 

the commons governance design principles 

approach was developed 

 We understand the robustness as “the 

maintenance of some desired system 

characteristics despite fluctuations in the 

behaviour of its component parts or its 

environment”  

 These principles have believed to affect the 

success of self-organized governance systems, 

including effective communication, internal 

trust and reciprocity, and the nature of the 

resource system as a whole. 



LAND TENURE CHANGES OF AGRARIAN COMMONS 

AS RESULT OF POLITICAL SYSTEM CHANGES IN THE 

TRANSITION COUNTRY 

 Paper with a status „under construction“  

 Research focus: 

 Legal framework of a different political system in the 

relation to the naturel resource  

 Content of „ bundle of rights“  

 Relation between the titleholders (user) and 

something of value (resource) against all others  

 Land tenure regime - „commons“  

 CEEC country Slovenia 

 Time frame – last 200 years 
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7. DS „Minimal recognition of rights to organize: The 

rights of appropriators to devise their own 

institutions are not challenged by external 

governmental authorities.“ 

 

NOT 

 

"My fellow Americans, ask not what your country can 

do for you, ask what you can do for your country.„ 

 

BUT 

evaluate what „a country“ did to enable users to use a 

resource  



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK  
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK  
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← 1848 ←→ 

 

1945 ←→ 

 

1991 ←→ 

 

2015 → 

 

Lopes, L. F. G., J. M. R. dos Santos Bento, et al. (2013). 
"Institutionalization of common land property in 
Portugal: Tragic trends between “Commons” and 
“Anticommons”." Land Use Policy 35(0): 85-94. 
 



PRELIMINARY FOUNDLINGS  

 History shows us that “the only thing that is 

constant is change” and land tenure rights are 

not immune to that. 

 Historical milestones can be placed at the change 

of political system who often redefined land 

tenure relationship between the titleholders with 

regard to something of value against all others 

 Among other countries, countries of Central and 

Eastern European (CEEC) were in the last 

century several times affected by the rapid 

political system changes which have completely 

changed a course of previous land tenure policy 

 

  

11.    Podmene: (preliminarna spoznanja – 

predpostavke: “okolje” – politični in posledično 

pravni system -  je odzivno za potrebe  sprememb 

upravljanja resursa in trendov v družbenem 

okolju (industrializacija).  
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PRELIMINARY FOUNDLINGS  

 Underutilization of the resources it seems to be a 

more concerning factor in today commons (and 

not the classical problems of over tragedy over 

exploitation in commons).  

 It looks that the commons as a land tenure 

regime is in practice and by theory (not immune 

to behavior changes detected by researchers 

among others land tenure regimes.  

 In the stable political environment continuous 

development of tenure relations is possible and 

more adaptive. 
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